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THE ECHO 
PROJECT 
STARTS

The pilot project European Cultural 
Heritage Onstage (ECHO) 2018 has been 
developed in the context of The 
European Year of Cultural Heritage. The 
ECHO project is raised with the purpose 
of promoting contemporary artistic 
creations and its creators careers by 
giving them the opportunity to produce 
new pieces inspired by the Dark Cultural 
Heritage of some european civilizations.

The aim of this project is not only to create a totally new contemporary 
art collection and enhance young artists future professional careers, 
ECHO’s goal is to reach people from these cities, heal their traumas and 
wounds and make them feel they all belong together. 
 
The 100 selected artists from Bulgaria, Macedonia, Greece and Serbia 
will share their art pieces inspired by the hidden World War I stories of 
Pelister trail, Kajmakcalan peak on Nidze Mountain, Mariovo region, 
French, Serbian, German cemeteries and the city of Ohrid. 
 
The Dark Heritage of these places has become art during one month of 
artistic residence in some of these locations. These pieces of art will 
travel around Europe and they will show people that they not just have a 
past in common, but also a future to built.

WHAT IS ECHO ABOUT?

Contemporary art production

Dialogue on Dark Cultural Heritage



MARTINA'S 
EXPERIENCE IN 

NOVI SAD, 
SERBIA

.

ART RESIDENCE 

EXPERIENCE
Martina and Ivanka are two of the 100 painters selected to participate in the ECHO project. They’ve 
been travelling around Macedonia and Serbia from the 22nd of october until the 22nd of november. 
One whole month discovering the remains of the World War I in different places of this countries, 
such as Bitola (Macedonia) and Novi Sad (Serbia).
 
Sometimes untold stories, sometimes just echoes from a time that seems further than it really is, … 
What’s sure is that they have treasured unique moments and experiences during this trip that can 
only be shared through the paintings and works of art created in their month of artistic residence 
there.
 
 
 
 

From the 22nd of October until the 22nd of 

November, Martina explored Novi Sad in 

Serbia and created a collection of art pieces 

inspired by memories of this place. The 

inspiration came up with personal stories, 

the history of Novi Sad and the spirit of the 

people living there. This kind of immersion 

into their culture and memories about dark 

times of their history brought with them a 

lot of emotions willing to be represented in 

some paintings.

Martina’s main aim with her art during this project 

was to ensure that anyone forgets about the 

memories of this place and of its elderly people, while 

making the youth know about each one of them. 

Tragedy and horror are part of her recently created 

work of art, also the pain that humans can inflict to 

each others, but there is a place for hope between 

darkness. Through art this artist tries to make people 

learn a lesson with an important message, it is all in 

our hands, any good or bad decision.



IVANKA'S TRIP 
THROUGH BITOLA'S 

HEART, 
MACEDONIA

This whole month of artistic residence in Bitola 
was a completely unexpected trip for Ivanka. This 
young artist confesses that she had always 
thought about how would it be to paint something 
in representation of war and grief and suddenly 
this opportunity showed up.
 

Before travelling to Bitola, Ivanka’s idea 
for her project was to represent hope 
and light despite dark times. However, 
she admits that once there her 
perspective on war totally changed. 
Speaking with people from there, 
knowing their stories, being on the places 
where all these horrible moments 
happened, that were the things that 
changed her. 
 That’s what Ivanka’s work tries to tell to the public, her works of art will try to make you 
see through her eyes and through the eyes of the people she has met there, so everyone 
could know their stories. Her project also tries to make us learn an important lesson 
about actions and consequences.
 

“People can create a tank, but they can also 
seed flowers”, she says and she tries to reflect 
on her art that, everything good or bad is on 
people’s mind and each action has its 
consequence.
 



STAY TUNED!
The Echo project will continue its way during next weeks. The participant artists will be visiting 
different schools during February and March to inspire children in their artistic skills.
 
The Echo project exhibition will take place from the 4th to the 8th of April in Veliki Preslav. 
This will be the final stop of this incredible trip through history. In Veliki Preslav people will 
have the opportunity to admire the work of art inspired by this international history journey 
and even to talk with the artists who will be glad sharing their experiences and thoughts on 
them with all the visitors. Open Space Foundation invites you all to come, join us and become 
witness of this unique event.
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